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The Architect’s Guide
to Sedimentary Stone

9 Key Differences Between Limestone
and Sandstone for Your Next Project
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Two Titans of Natural Paving

THE DILEMMA

To the untrained eye, they
appear nearly identical.
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Highly Exceptionally Ideal for Paving
Versatile Weather-Resistant & Cladding I

Making the right choice requires looking beneath the surface—from deep geological origins to everyday chemical maintenance.




Deep Origins: Marine-Born
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Marine-Born

— Formed in shallow ocean beds.
— Composed of decomposed marine life
(mollusks, echinoids, corals).
— Primarily made of calcium carbonate,
Known as calcite.

Earth-Forged

- Formed by sand-sized grains (quartz,
feldspar, mica, lithic fragments).
— Glued together over time by natural
aggregates like mud.
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The Sedimentary Family Tree

1 Limestone

~Categorized by specific carbonate makeup

. Sedimentéry Rocks

Sandstone

Categorized by grain type and mineral content

Ferriginous Sandstone

(Denotes high iron content)



The Paradox of Density and Durability

Both stones score exceptionally high on outdoor weather endurance,
but behave differently under physical stress.
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Density Hardness

LIMESTONE

Harder to scratch or dent, making it highly
resilient for everyday wear.
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The Aesthetic Profile: Canvas vs. Tapestry

The Seamless Canvas

/" Flat, smooth, and highly cohesive texture.
+/ Available in a narrower, refined color palette.
/" Creates an elegant, uniform aesthetic.

The Natural Tapestry

Deep, visible organic layers revealing geological formation.

Available in a wide, diverse color palette.

Creates a highly natural, rustic, and textured aesthetic.
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The Chemistry
695

| High Sensitivity

Because it is made of calcite, it reacts actively
and negatively to strong acids.

THE RULE:
Strictly avoid washing with acidic detergents.




Defying the Elements: Water and Friction
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Once treated with a suitable sealant, BOTH

Sandstone is slightly more porous are highly water-resistant and ideal for
and absorbs more water. pool surroundings.
CRUCIAL CAVEAT:
The chosen finish dictates the final safety.
Both feature natural surface textures that Applying a polished finish to Limestone

are highly slip-resistant outdoors. makes it dangerously slippery when wet.
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The Economics
of Natural Paving

Both stones add
property value

Sandstone Limes
(Lower material price point) (Higher mate
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The Application Map:

Where to Install What

LIMESTONE
(Focus on smooth,
cohesive flow)

SANDSTONE
(Focus on texture
and visual interest)

QO

Driveways
& Pathways
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Flooring

Sleek Interior
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Seamnless Indoor/
Qutdoor Transitions

Spaces Requiring

Organic Textures




The Master Diagnostic Matrix

LIMESTONE SANDSTONE
Composition Calcite (Calcium Carbonate) Sand grains & mud aggregates
Formation Marine-Born (Shallow Ocean) Earth-Forged (Compressed Sediment)
Classification Carbonate Base (Calcite/Aragonite) Grain Base (Ferriginous/Quartz)
Hardness Higher (Hard to scratch) Slightly Softer (Easier to work)
Density Lower Higher
Aesthetic Smooth canvas, uniform, refined palette | Layered tapestry, rustic, diverse palette
Acid Sensitivity High (Avoid acidic cleaners) Moderate (Resists mild acids)
Porosity Lower (Highly water-resistant) Slightly Higher (Requires sealing)
Relative Cost Higher Premium Lower Premium




The Final Architectural Verdict

Choose Limestone if...

Your project demands
an elegant, cohesive
interior or exterior
space with smooth,
flat textures and a
uniform, refined look.




Sourced from Expert
Industry Experience

Unika Blake

Stone Industry Specialist

Over 10 years of
experience in sourcing,
designing, and delivering
premium residential
residential and
commercial natural stone
solutions in Australia.

Brought to you by
Hunters Pavers

A leading Australian supplier of
premium stone and retaining
walls.

Project Consultation:
info@hunterpavers.com.au

Q 1300 797 726
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